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Woman’s 2000 I[slamic Burial
Provokes Legal Controversy

By Dan Evans
Dally Journal Staff Writer

Though she died five years ago, an
Islamic woman's burial continues (o pro-
volee controversy about religious free-
doms and family rights, and it may force
the state appellate courts to set rules
regarding exhumation, a disconcerting
and littleunderstood area of law.

MNicole Wilson, 29, died of autoimmmune
hepatitis In- December 2000. A devout
Muslim who dressed in the neghab wvedl,
Wilson asked, shortly before her death, to
be burled in a conservative Islamic manner.

In accordance with those wishes, she
was washerd but not ermbalmed. Following a
prayer service, her body, pointed toward
Mecca, was lowered into a plot at an Islamic
cemetery in the High Desert town of
Rosamond. She had no coffin and was
wrapped only in three white sheets of cloth.

But her family claims Wilson also said
she wished to be close to her mother and
hometown, San Diego, They have waged
a 3tevyear legal battle to exhume her body,
a fight that landed on the 2nd District

Court of Appeal's oral-argument calendar
Thursday. Estate of Wilson v American
Tslamic  Imstitute of Antelope  Valley,
B173960 (Cal. App. 2nd Dist, filed March
23, 2004).

The cemetery, the American Islamic
Institute of Antelope Valley, states in legal
briefs that digging up her body would
offend Wilson's deep and sincerely held
religious beliefs.

The farmily counters in legal papers that
they were duped into allowing Wilson to
be buried in Fosamond by a bogus mar-
rage certificate and misrepresentations
that the cemetery was "brand new, heau-
tiful, that it had rolling hills and was

Instead, family attorney Ben Pavone
said, “It looks like a water processing
plant in the desert It's real ughe”

Whatever the state of the cemetery,
Muzammil Siddigui, director of the
Islamic Society of Orange County and an
internationally renowned Islamic scholar,
gaid a body normally couldnt be dis
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Court Pounds
Contractor for
Lack of License

Firm Won’t Get Paid
For Some Work on
Project, Jurists Say

Shot at Recovery

By John Roemer
Diady Jowimal Sk Weker

SAN FRANCISCO — Like workers
patching a leaky roof, the state Supreme
Court's ustices on Thursday plageed -
holes in the state law regulating building
CONractars,

The usanimeous high court hammersd
comitractors whe il to keep thedr licenses
up to date, renovating case law to restore
severe consequences to hard hats” wallets
for noncomphance.

‘The upshet is that 2 subcontractor whe
put 31 million worth of structural steel in
the Disneyland Grand Californian Hetel
in Anaheim won't get paid because it wag
unlicensed for the first 18 of the project's
268 workdays.

Partial Remand

The subcontractor, Adzonabased MW
Erectors Inc., has a shot at recovering
S366,000 for ernamental steebwork per
formed with a valid licenge under a con
tract signed before the license took effect,
the court ruled in agreeing with an appel
late court to send that part of the case






